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Tories in crisis 


‘It’s just like North 
Korea - everyone 
publicly says how 
wonderful the 
dear leader is 


After a disastrous week of conference calamities and a 
failed plot to oust her, May stands firm - but for how long? 


By Christopher Hope 

CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE first outward sign that all was not 
well for Theresa May was at the end of 
a conference party thrown by the Tory- 
supporting Spectator magazine. 

Traditionally the Conservative 
leader and most of their senior allies at¬ 
tend this annual party to hobnob with 
journalists and activists on the evening 
before their big speech. 

However, the Prime Minister was 
nowhere to be seen at the party in the 
Midland Hotel in Manchester. 

The truth was that Mrs May was in 
her hotel room, trying to save her voice 
after a gruelling few days meeting ac¬ 
tivists, speaking at meetings and con¬ 
ducting dozens of interviews. But the 
impact of all this activity had taken its 
toll, as her voice faltered to catastrophic 
effect during one of the most disastrous 
conference speeches by any party 
leader in living memory. 

Mrs May’s speech started well, with 
a heartfelt apology to the party for her 
disastrous election campaign that lost 
the Conservatives’ majority in the 
House of Commons. 

But soon it started to fall apart. First 
serial prankster Simon Brodkin gave 
her a fake P45 redundancy notice, 
which she accepted. 

Shortly afterwards Mrs May’s voice 
was collapsing alarmingly into coughs, 
as all those interviews and receptions 
caught up with her. 

Then letters from the slogan on the 
stage started to fall behind her. 

After 65 minutes, Mrs May reached 
the finishing line and her husband 
Philip rushed on to the stage to hug 
her, telling her she was “fabulous”. 

Mrs May left the conference centre, 
pointing to her throat, and within min¬ 
utes she was in the back of her official 
car being taken to London. 

The journey back was grim. One 
source said she was “sobbing”. Another 
said Mr May had urged her to resign. 
Both of these claims were denied out¬ 
right by Downing Street. 

Later, Mrs May tried to make the 
best of a bad day, captioning on Twitter 
a photograph of her Prime Ministerial 
red box alongside cold remedies with 
the word “cough”. 

But Tory MPs failed to see the funny 
side. The dreadful speech appeared to 


sum up a prime minister who was in 
freefall. 

Rumours that she might quit 
reached senior ministers who were re¬ 
turning to their homes from Manches¬ 
ter. One told The Sunday Telegraph at 
the time: “Things are moving quite 
quickly. Conversations are being held. 
She is thinking about it [resigning]. 
The tectonic plates are moving more 
fundamentally now. She has to decide.” 

The influential European Reform 
Group of 80 Tory MPs held conference 
calls with dozens of MPs to discuss 
whether Mrs May could still deliver 
Brexit and was worth keeping in place. 

Sensing the mood, loyalists acting 
for Mrs May briefed The Times that 
Grant Shapps, the former party chair¬ 
man, was leading a plot to force the 
Prime Minister out of office. 

Forced to break cover, Mr Shapps 
took to BBC radio on Thursday night to 
claim that he had the support of 30 
Tory MPs. Mr Shapps’ media assault 
continued on Friday, telling breakfast 
television: “The writing is on the wall 
for May. We can’t just carry on. 

“I think having lost an election, the 
party must look for a new leader to take 
us forward,” adding: “One or two Cabi¬ 
net members privately agree.” 

The air of paranoia in the party was 
not helped when it emerged that An¬ 
drew Mitchell, a friend of David Davis, 
spoke at a dinner for Mr Shapps’ local 
Tory association. He has denied being 
one of the plotters. 

But - as Mrs May’s allies might have 
hoped when they leaked his name - the 
reaction to Mr Shapps’ outburst from 
Conservative MPs in their encrypted 
WhatsApp group was brutal. 

One said: “There are fewer signa¬ 
tures on your list than files sent to the 
CPS after the election campaign you 
ran as chairman.” Another wrote: “Do 
yourself a favour and wind your neck 
in.” 

Boris Johnson, the foreign secretary, 
even stepped in, telling his fellow MPs: 
“We have JUST HAD AN ELECTION 
and people are fed up with all this ma- 
larkey. Get behind the PM ... Circle the 
wagons, turn the fire on Corbyn and 
talk about nothing except our great 
policies and what we can do for the 
country.” 

A friend of Mr Shapps dismissed the 
WhatsApp attacks from MPs, who reg- 


Wehavea 
leader who 
is unlucky 
and not 
competent 
enough. It is 
a mess - 
everyone 
thmks we 
have got to 
get rid of her 



One MP said the 
whips' tactics were 
'straight out of the 
Gordon Brown 
playbook' 



A week is a long time in politics Gruelling seven days for Prime Minister 
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‘TheMPs’ 
WhatsApp 
group has 
become an 
extremist 
place to 
gather and 
spread bile’ 


ularly complain about attacks on them 
on social media, as hypocritical. One 
said: “The hypocrisy is extraordinary. 
This is outrageous behaviour - the 
worst kind of cyber bullying. The MPs’ 
WhatsApp group has become an ex¬ 
tremist place to gather and spread bile.” 

A second MP friend said the briefing 
against Mr Shapps would backfire: 
“The whips have thrust Grant up in the 
air, poured petrol over him and set fire 
to him. But you can only do that so 
many times - it is straight out of the 
Gordon Brown playbook.” Mrs May re¬ 


appeared on Friday, telling TV cameras 
in her Maidenhead constituency: 
“What the country needs is calm lead¬ 
ership and that is what I am providing 
with the full support of my Cabinet.” 

On the face of it, the forced outing of 
Mr Shapps had secured the Prime Min¬ 
ister’s future - and the jobs of her min¬ 
isters - for now. But the rebels insist 
they are playing a longer game. One MP 
said: “She had two disasters to go be¬ 
fore she falls and the conference 
speech was the first disaster.” 

A senior minister who is loyal to Mrs 


May added that the rebels “are going to 
wait to see whether, on a future occa¬ 
sion if something goes badly wrong, 
she decides on her own volition to go”. 

Friends of Mr Shapps said a North 
Korea-style “atmosphere of fear” now 
pervaded the party, saying: “It is al¬ 
most as if you dare to speak the truth 
your head is blown off. Grant has no 
intention of disappearing off the radar. 

“It is exactly the same as North Korea 
- if you do a ‘vox pop’ on the street eve¬ 
ryone will say how wonderful the dear 
leader is. But there are many more qui- 


‘The whips 
have thrust 
Grant up in 
the air, 
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petrol over 
him and set 
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eter colleagues who probably feel the 
same way [about her going].” A senior 
figure who is close to Mr Johnson com¬ 
mented on another missed opportu¬ 
nity by Mrs May. 

He said: “The trouble with the party 
conference is it has not answered any 
questions. We are no further forward - 
we are further back. We have a leader 
who is unlucky and not competent 
enough. It is a mess - everyone thinks 
we have got to get rid of her.” 

The question facing Mrs May’s crit¬ 
ics is how - and when. 


‘Full-frontal assault’ to remove PM has failed, but rebels will persist 


Continuedfrom Page 1 
Shapps and as many as 30 other Tory 
MPs was nipped in the bud after his 
name was leaked by Mrs May’s support¬ 
ers. However, Mr Shapps’ allies insisted 
that the pressure for change at the top of 
the party had not abated and the rebels 
would meet again this week. 

One said that Mr Shapps was “not go¬ 
ing away” and that rebel MPs would put 
pressure on Mrs May if she failed to se¬ 
cure a good Brexit deal by Christmas. 
The friend said: “The €20billion she has 
offered [in budget contributions to the 
EU] is going to end up at €45billion - 
how much of this can the Brexiteers 
take?” A former Tory minister warned 


there could be a renewed attempt to un¬ 
seat Mrs May next week if a meeting of 
the EU council went badly. 

He said: “The EU is going to play 
hardball and that is going to prompt fur¬ 
ther questions about what the Prime 
Minister is going to do about it. We have 
not got the luxury of time any more.” 

A senior minister said the rebels were 
willing to play a tactical game after rec¬ 
ognising that a “full frontal” assault on 
Mrs May had failed to prise her out of of¬ 
fice. He said: “Colleagues are going to 
wait to see whether, on a future occa¬ 
sion if something goes badly wrong, she 
decides on her own volition to go.” 
There was bad news for Mrs May yester- 


Confident PM will get the right deal SOURCE: ORB INTERNATIONAL 
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Theresa May loses Second round of Conservative party 

overall majority negotiations begin conferance 


day with a survey by ORB International 
finding that nearly two thirds of people 
disapprove of the Government’s Brexit 
negotiations. Mrs May is preparing for a 
busy few days in the House of Commons 
with a statement on her Florence speech 
on Britain’s future outside the EU ex¬ 
pected tomorrow. A Cabinet reshuffle 
has been put on temporary hold as she 
restores her authority in the party. 

To steal back the initiative, two Tory 
MEPs - Julie Girling and Richard Ash¬ 
worth - were last night stripped of the 
party whip after supporting a resolution 
in Brussels to block further Brexit talks. 

Separately, the Midlands Industrial 
Council - a group that donates millions 


of pounds to the party every year - said 
MPs should back Mrs May. In a letter 
seen by The Sunday Telegraph, the do¬ 
nors said: “At this time we need unity, 
cohesion and a positive message deliv¬ 
ered by a stable Government. The elec¬ 
torate made its decision over Brexit and 
expects it to be implemented. We have 
decided to write this letter declaring 
our strong support for Theresa May.” 

Party volunteers also expressed their 
support. Geoffrey Vero, of Grassroots 
Conservatives, said: “Those plotting 
against Mrs May should stop this infan¬ 
tile behaviour. These petty and childish 
games only act as a distraction and are 
opposed by ordinary party members.” 
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On the rise Tory contenders in the ranks 




Brandon Lewis 
(2010 intake) 

Great Yarmouth 
MP caused anger 
after he declined 
to bring in rules 
forcing 

developers to fit 
sprinklers. He 
was fire minister 
until three days 
before the 
Grenfell blaze. 


Dominic Raab 
(2010) The 

former solicitor, 
43, asked people 
not to email 
him, as it was a 
“real nuisance” 
that his taxpayer 
funded email 
address was 
becoming 
“clogged up”. 



Anne Milton 
(2005) The 

former cancer 
nurse, mother, 
Guildford MP 
and education 
minister 
entered politics 
to make a 
difference for 
NHS staff and 
patients. 


Graham Brady 
(1997) Referred 
to as “Prince 
Andrew” by the 
Speaker, the 
Altrincham and 
Sale West MP, 
50, is the 
chairman of the 
1922 Committee 
ofbackbench 
Conservative 
MPs. 



Esther McVey 
(2017) Ex-GMTV 
presenter, the 
MP for Tatton 
set tongues 
wagging in a 
photo shoot and 
once appeared 
on the cover 
of Hello! 
Re-elected after 
losing her seat. 



Jacob Rees-Mogg 
(2010) The 

charismatic 
backbencher 
has courted 
controversy 
with his firm 
views on 
opposing 
abortion and for 
voting against 
equal marriage. 



Alok Sharma 
(2010) The 

housing minister 
won many hearts 
when he was 
moved to tears 
during a speech 
about the 
“unspeakable 
trauma” Grenfell 
residents 
suffered in the 
blaze. 


Jo Johnson 
(2010) The 

45-year-old is 
Boris Johnson’s 
sensible younger 
brother. He 
worked across 
the world as an 
award-winning 
journalist with 
the Financial 
Times. 


Rory Stewart 
(2010) A private 
tutor to Princes 
William and 
Harry, originally 
a Labour 
member. 

Walked 6,000 
miles through 
Pakistan, Iran 
Afghanistan, 
India and Nepal. 





‘What do you nutters think you are doing? 
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By Boris Johnson 

FOREIGN SECRETARY 


T here is something sacred 
about watching an 
elephant having breakfast 
in the wild. We had got 
up long before dawn and 
flown from Nairobi to a 
place called Lewa in north-west Kenya 
and we stood around in reverential 
silence as the sun came up and not 20 
yards away a huge old bull ate his way 
through the top of a tree - crunching 
up leaves and branches with a noise 
like tearing linen. 

We were silent because we didn’t 
want to disturb him, and also, perhaps, 
because we knew that this spectacle is 
increasingly rare and precious. 

Unless we are more careful - unless 
humanity changes its ways - this is a 
sight our children and grandchildren 
may never see. 

When I first went to Africa as a 
child, 40 years ago, there were still a 
few million of these extraordinary 
throwbacks from the Pleistocene. Now 
the best estimates put their numbers 
at only 415,000, and falling fast. 

The Lewa project is a massive 


success. Elephant numbers are slowly 
coming back up. But all such efforts 
will be neutralised unless we can 
stamp out the ivory trade and the 
brutal poaching it promotes. 

That is why it is such fantastic news 
that Michael Gove, the environment 
secretary, has done something that no 
Labour government dared to. He has 
gone for a full ban. 

If we can address the two issues at 
once - habitat loss and the ivory trade 
- then the world really can save the 
elephant; and it is a campaign that 
Global Britain is ideally placed to lead. 

And if I may address the issue of the 
hour - the elephant in the room, I 
suppose - the people of this country 
don’t want a general election. 

For heaven’s sake: in the last three 
years we have had two elections and a 
referendum. They certainly don’t want 
to see a Tory leadership contest that 
would inevitably trigger further 
demands for an election. 

What people want is for us all in 
government to get on with delivering 
priorities. At the end of this conference 
season, it is obvious that Tories under 
Theresa May have the better plans to 
take this country forward. 

What does Labour want to do? Go 
back in time with a bonkers and 
unaffordable plan to spend 
.£200 billion renationalising industries 
in a way that would mystify our 
friends around the world. They would 


saddle future generations with debt 
and do nothing to address the real 
problems of this country. 

It is we Conservatives who will help 
solve the housing crisis by tackling not 
just demand but supply, building the 
hundreds of thousands of new homes 

- mainly on brownfield land - that we 
need. It is we Conservatives who will 
help young people with the cost of 
their university education - in a way 
that is fair and sustainable. 

At Manchester last week, I met a 
bunch of students who admitted they 
had all voted for Jeremy Corbyn on the 
strength of his promise to absolve 
them of their debts. That promise has 
of course evaporated since the election 

- and with it their trust in Labour. We 
need to get that point across. 

We need a strong Conservative 
government to keep the economy 
moving forward and to raise the 
revenue to help with all these 
challenges; and the last thing we need 
is the neo-Luddism of Corbyn with his 
wacky plans for a tax on automation 
and innovation. 

Above all, the people of this country 
want us to get on and deliver Brexit 

- and we need Theresa to do it. I have 
worked with her for years and I can 
tell you that once her mind is made up 
there is no one more implacable and 
determined in pursuing what she 
believes is right for Britain. 

She will negotiate a great and 


Above all, the 
people of this 
country want 
us to get on 
and deliver 
Brexit-and 
we need 
Theresa May 
to do it 


successful Brexit that fulfils the 
promise to the people - to take back 
control of our laws, borders and cash. 

As for those who have been calling 
for a change - well, it is no disrespect 
to the African elephant if I borrow 
again from the greatest walking 
metaphor the animal kingdom has 
ever given us. 

When I first became an MP, our 
numbers had been cruelly reduced. 
The herd of Tory pachyderms was still 
composed of some truly magnificent 
specimens - but by 1997 we were 
down to only 165. Slowly and carefully 
under a succession of Conservative 
leaders our numbers have climbed 
back up to roughly double that total 
- and, never forget, 56 more than the 
Labour Party in parliament. 

Are we really going to be stampeded 
myopically over the edge of the gorge, 
with an election that no one wants? 
“Quo quo scelesti ruitis?” as Horace put 
it at the beginning of a fresh bout of 
Rome’s ghastly civil wars, and which 
roughly translates as: “What do you 
think you are doing you nutters?” 

From what I can see the Tory herd 
has refused to be so goaded. We have 
sniffed the air and turned sensibly 
away from the cliff. Let’s get on with it, 
get behind the Prime Minister, and 
govern as dynamic one nation 
Conservatives in the interests of the 
whole country. And let’s save the 
elephant while we are at it. 
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